
 

Chair’s Corner

Dear Mines and Metallurgy Academy Members,

    Thanks to all of you that attended our April 2012 meeting.  Highlights were the 
recognition of our seven 2012 Academy Scholars, induction of four new Academy 
members, and recognition of two of our outstanding professors.  Our newest 
Academy members are Dr. Dennis Croessmann, Senior Manager at Sandia 
National Laboratories; Dr. Phillip Ferguson, Instrument and Source Design Division 
Director at Oak Ridge National Laboratory; Ricky Martin, Enterprise Manager 
for Metallic Materials and Processes at Boeing; and Philip McPherson, Senior Vice President, 
Technology at Saint-Gobain Containers, Inc. 
    In 2010, our Academy began to formally recognize two of our outstanding faculty members 
with a $1000 award. Nominations are submitted by the seven academic programs represented 
by our Academy.  Recognized last April were Dr. Bill Fahrenholtz, Professor of Ceramic 
Engineering and Dr. Runar Nygaard, Assistant Professor of Petroleum Engineering.
    Seven seniors were also recognized as Academy Scholars for 2012.  They each received 
a $500 cash award and an engraved watch.  These are special awards that are given to 
students who are judged by their peers as graduates with the highest potential to excel in their 
professional careers.  Those receiving awards at our last meeting were Catherine Mohrmann 
(Ceramic Engineering), Scott Pisarik (Metallurgical Engineering), Nevan Himmelberg (Petroleum 
Engineering), Grace Harper (Geological Engineering),  Michael Allen (Mining Engineering), Krista 
Rybacki (Geology and Geophysics), and Gregg Crannick (Nuclear Engineering).   
    Many of you know that we lost one of our most active members last month.  Jerry Bersett 
served as one of the first officers of our Academy, 
as vice chairman in 1999 and then as our 
chairman until September 2001. He again served 
as our vice chairman from 2004 to 2007. Jerry 
was a leader on our Strategic Planning Committee 
and hosted our most recent Strategic Planning 
Committee meeting last April in St. Louis.  A 
funeral mass was held for Jerry on August 15, 
2012. He will be missed.
    Our next meeting will be held on October 12, 
2012 before the Missouri S&T Homecoming 
weekend.  The meeting agenda is included with 
this newsletter.  Please note that the location of 
our meeting is the Southwestern Bell Cultural 
Center, 1207 North Elm Street.   If you are able 
to arrive on Thursday, please plan to attend the 
fourth annual Dr. Thomas J. O’Keefe Lecture.  
This year’s presentation will be given by Dr. Scott 
D. Morrison, Chief Executive Officer of Metalor 
Technologies. Dr. Morrison received a PhD in 
Metallurgical Engineering from Missouri S&T in 
1985 and a Professional Engineering degree from 
Missouri S&T in 1999. The lecture will begin at 
3:30 on October 11th in room 204 of McNutt Hall.   

Hope to see you on October 12th!

Keith Wedge, Chair
Mines and Metallurgy Academy
September 2012  
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Mines and Metallurgy Academy Business Meeting
October 12, 2012

Southwestern Bell Cultural Center

8:30 AM      Continental Breakfast

9:00 AM      Opening Remarks & Introductions

9:15 AM      Approval of April 2012 Minutes  
   
9:20 AM      Committee Reports

9:45 AM      Break   

10:00 AM   University Advancement Report
     
10:30 AM    Department Reports

12:00 PM   Working Lunch
          Old Business
          New Business

1:30 PM     Open Discussion, Wrap-Up and Optional 
Tour of Departments

    




